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HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

 
The United CSD believes al l s tudents should have access to a free, appropr iate 

publ ic education.  The distr ic t wi l l  ensure that homeless chi ldren and youth have 

equal access to the same free, appropr iate publ ic education as other chi ldren and 

youth. 

 

The term “homeless chi ldren and youth”  means indiv iduals who lack a f ixed, regular,  

and adequate nightt ime residence.  The term includes: 

•  Chi ldren and youth who are:  

1. Shar ing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or  a s imilar reason (sometimes refer red to as 

“doubled up”) ; 

2. Liv ing in a motel,  hotels, trai ler  park, or camping grounds due to lack 

of alternat ive adequate accommodations; 

3. Liv ing in emergency or transit ional shelters; or  

4. Abandoned in hospitals.  

•  Chi ldren and youth who have a pr imary nighttime reside nce that is a publ ic 

or pr ivate place not designed for, or  ordinar i ly  used as, a regular s leeping 

accommodation for human beings;  

•  Chi ldren and youth who are l iv ing in cars, parks, publ ic spaces, abandoned 

bui ldings, substandard housing, bus or train stat ions, or  s imilar  sett ings;  

and 

•  Migratory chi ldren who quali fy  as homeless because they are l iv ing in 

c ircumstances descr ibed above.  

 

To help ensure that homeless chi ldren and youth have a ful l  opp ortunity to enrol l ,  

at tend, and succeed at school,  the board shall :  

•  Super intendent or designee as the local homeless chi ldren and youth 

l iaison;  

•  Provide training opportunit ies for staff  so staf f  may help ident i fy and meet 

the needs of homeless chi ldren and youth; 

•  Remove barr iers, including those associated with fees, f ines, and 

absences, to the ident if icat ion, enrol lment ,  retent ion, attendance and/or 

success in school for  homeless chi ldren and youth; 

•  Ensure col laborat ion and coordinat ion with other service providers;  

•  Ensure transportat ion is provided in accordance with legal requirements;  

•  Provide school stabi l i ty  in school assignment according to the chi ld ’s best 

interests; 

•  Ensure the pr ivacy of student records, as provided by applicable law, 

including information about a  homeless chi ld or youth ’s l iv ing s ituat ion;  

•  Engage in the dispute reso lut ion process for decis ions relat ing to the 

educational placement of homeless chi ldren and youth as provided by 



applicable law; and 

•  Prohibit the segregation of a homeless chi ld or youth from other students 

enrol led in the distr ict .  

 

The Super intendent may develop an administrat ive process or procedures to 

implement this pol icy.  

 

•  ht tp:/ /www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-releases-

guidance-homeless-children-and-youth.   Https:/ /www.educateiowa.gov /pk-

12/t i t le-programs/t i t le-x-part-c-homeless-education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal References:        20 U.S.C. 6301 

    42 U.S.C. 11302 

    42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.  

    281 I .A.C. 33 

 

Cross Reference:   501 Student Attendance 

    503.3 Fines-fees-charges 

    506 Student Records 

    507.1 Student Health and Immunizat ion Cert i f icates  

    603.3 Special Education 

    711.1 Student School Transportat ion El igibi l i ty  
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