
 
 
 
 
  

         Code No. 501.3 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

 
Parents within the school distr ic t  who have chi ldren over age six and under age 

sixteen by September 15, in proper physical and mental condit ion to attend 

school, wi l l  have the chi ldren attend  the school distr ict  at the attendance center  

designated by the board. Students wil l  attend school the number of  day’s  school 

is  in session in accordance with the school calendar.  Students of compulsory 

attendance age shal l  attend school a minimum of 175  days or 1080 hours.  

Students not attending the minimum days must be exempted by this pol icy as 

l is ted below or  referred to the county attorney. Exceptions to this pol icy include 

chi ldren who: 

 
•  have completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited 

school or have obtained a high school equivalency diploma; 

• are attending rel igious services or receiv ing rel igious instruct ion;  

•  are attending an approved or probational ly approved pr ivate col lege 

preparatory school;  

•  are attending an accredited nonpublic school; or,  

•  are receiv ing independent pr ivate instruct ion; or, 

•  are receiv ing competent pr ivate instruct ion.  

 

I t  is  the responsibi l ity of the parent of a chi ld to provide evidence of the chi ld's 
mental and physical inabi l i ty to attend school or of the chi ld 's qual i f icat ions for  one of 
the exceptions l is ted above.  

 
The administrat ion shal l  invest igate the cause for a student 's truancy. I f the 

administrat ion is unable to secure the truant stu dent ’s attendance, the pr incipal  

should discuss the next step with the school board.  I f  af ter schoo l board 

act ion, the student is  st i l l  truant,  administrat ion  wil l  refer the matter over to the 

county attorney. 

 
The school wi l l  part ic ipate in mediat ion i f request ed by the county attorney.  The 

Super intendent wi l l represent the school distr ic t in mediat io n. The school distr ic t  

wi l l  monitor the student 's compliance with the mediat ion agreement and  wil l  

report v iolat ions of the mediat ion agreement to the county atto rney. 
 
Legal Reference:  Iowa Code §§  239.5B; 259A; 279.10-.11; ch. 299; 299A 

(2007).  

441  I.A.C. 41.25(8). 

1978 Op. Att'y. Gen. 379. 
 

 
Cross Reference:  501  Student Attendance 

601.1 School Calendar 

604.1 Competent Private Instruction 
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