
 
 

 

 
 

6th Grade Language Arts Essential Skills and Concepts 

 
 

North Linn Community School District 

 

I Can… 

 

Reading Literature 
 determine the theme of a text.  

 determine the main idea of a text.  

 determine how the theme is developed through details. 

 provide a summary of a text without personal opinions. 

 determine the theme of a text.  

 determine the main idea of a text.  

 determine how the theme is developed through details. 

 provide a summary of a text without personal opinions. 

 

Reading Informational Text 
 cite textual evidence from what the author is telling me. 

 cite textual evidence to support inferences made in the text. 

 analyze how an individual is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

 analyze how an event is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

 analyze how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

 

Writing 
 use specific language to inform about or explain the topic. 

 examine a topic. 

 tell ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and examination of 

relevant content. 

 introduce a topic. 

 organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structure, formatting, and graphics. 

 develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, details, and quotations. 

 use appropriate transitions to clarify relationships among ideas. 

 use specific language to inform about or explain the topic. 

 use domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

 start a formal style. 

 continue a formal style. 

 give a concluding statement or section that follows the information presented. 

 develop writing as needed by planning 

 develop writing as needed by trying a new approach 

 strengthen writing as needed by revising 

 strengthen writing as needed by editing 

 strengthen writing as needed by rewriting 

 conduct a short research project to answer a question. 

 use several sources to answer a question. 

 refocus the research when appropriate to answer a question. 
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Speaking and Listening 
 engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on Grade 6 topics, 

texts, and issues. 

 build on others’ ideas. 

 express ideas clearly. 

 come to discussions prepared having read or studied the required material. 

 draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue. 

 explore ideas under discussion. 

 reflect on ideas under discussion. 

 follow rules. 

 set specific goals and deadlines. 

 define individual roles as needed. 

 ask specific questions with elaboration and detail. 

 respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail. 

 make comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

 review key ideas. 

 demonstrate understanding of multiple views through reflection and paraphrasing. 

 present claims. 

 present findings. 

 emphasize main ideas or themes. 

 sequence ideas logically to emphasize main ideas or themes. 

 use relevant descriptions. 

 use relevant facts. 

 use details. 

 emphasize main ideas or themes. 

 use appropriate eye contact. 

 use adequate volume. 

 use clear pronunciation. 

 

Language 
 demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

 make sure pronouns are in the proper case. 

 use intensive pronouns. 

 recognize inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

 correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

 recognize vague pronouns. 

 correct vague pronouns. 

 recognize variations from standard English in my own and others’ writing and speaking. 

 identify strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

 use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English using capitalization 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English using punctuation 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English using spelling 

 gather grade-appropriate and domain-specific words and phrases when writing. 

 use grade-appropriate and domain-specific words and phrases when writing. 

 gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression when writing. 

 


